of this novel, nor of its changes at many hands.
Shih Nai-an, it is said, found it in rude form in
an old book shop and took it home and rewrote
it. After him the story was still told and re-told.
Five or six versions of it today have importance,
one with a hundred chapters entitled CHUNG I
SHTJI HTJ, one of a hundred and twenty-seven
chapters, and one of a hundred chapters. The
original version attributed to Shih Nai-an had
a hundred and twenty chapters, but the one
most used today has only seventy. This is the
version arranged in the Ming dynasty by the
famous Ching Shen T'an, who said that it was
idle to forbid his son to read the book and there-
fore presented the lad with a copy revised by
himself, knowing that no boy could ever refrain
from reading it. There is also a version written
under official command, when officials found
that nothing could keep the people from reading
SHUI Hu. This official version is entitled TUNG
K'ou Cm, or LAYING WASTE THE ROBBERS, and
it tells of the final defeat of the robbers by the

36